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Information Sheet 
 
Research Project Title 
Investigating the sustainability of the Catch-Neuter-Release programme for the control of stray dog 
populations. 
 
Research Project Description 
This research project aims to determine whether neutering stray dogs (e.g. sterilisation through spay or 
castration) is a sustainable method of lessening the number of stray dogs on the street, when compared 
to other methods such as culling or moving dogs into shelter. 
 
Invitation to participate 
You are being invited to participate in this research project as we are looking to recruit a wide range of 
people from many different backgrounds so that we can have a clear idea of public attitudes towards stray 
dogs. The reasons why this research is being carried out and what will be involved are described below. 
Please take time to read the following information carefully. If any part is unclear or if you would like more 
information, please ask us (contact details below). 
 
Purpose of the project 
This study is part of a multinational stray dog population control project carried out by the University of 
Leeds in the United Kingdom and scientific collaborators VIER PFOTEN International and Istituto 
Zooprofilattico Sperimentale Dell’Abruzzo e del Molise. There are a large number of stray dogs globally. 
This project would like to find out the most sustainable way to decrease the number of stray dogs while 
taking into consideration cost, public health risk and the welfare implications of the methods used. This is 
a three-year study as part of a PhD project at the University of Leeds. 
 
Do I have to take part? 
Taking part in this study is entirely voluntary. You may discontinue participation at any point of the 
questionnaire and you do not have to give a reason. If you decide to take part, you will be asked for your 
consent. However, please be aware that as this data is collected anonymously, once responses have been 
submitted your participation in this study cannot be withdrawn. You may save this information sheet to 
refer to at a later date. 
 
What do I have to do? / What will happen to me if I take part? 
You will be asked to complete a questionnaire which will take approximately 5 to 10 minutes. 
 
Possible disadvantages and risks of taking part? 
There are no foreseeable risks in participating in this questionnaire. All responses will remain anonymous.  
 
What are the possible benefits of taking part? 
Whilst there are no immediate benefits for those people participating in the project, it is hoped that this 
work will help inform stray dog population control programmes. 
 
What type of information will be sought from me and why is the collection of this information relevant 
for achieving the research project’s objectives? 
Information regarding your dog ownership practices and attitudes towards the stray dogs will be collected. 
This will allow us to find out more about public attitudes towards stray dogs and help inform stray dog 
management.  
 
Confidentiality and anonymity 
All the information that we collect about you during the course of the research will be kept strictly 
anonymous. We will not collect any directly identifiable information, such as your name. 
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This information will be written up in as part of a PhD thesis, shared in reports to project collaborators and 
in publications to the wider scientific community. You will not be identified in any of the reports or as a 
result of publishing the data. If you would like to know the results of the study, please contact 
STRAYS@leeds.ac.uk. 
 
Who is organising/funding the research? 
This research is funded by VIER PFOTEN International and collaborates with Istituto Zooprofilattico 
Sperimentale dell’Abruzzo e del Molise (IZSAM) and the University of Leeds, UK. 
 
What if there is a problem? 
If you are concerned about any aspect of the questionnaire, please contact the researchers (contact details 
below), who will do their best to answer your question. In the unlikely event that something does go wrong, 
the University of Leeds and the collaborators (VIER PFOTEN International and IZSAM) are not liable for any 
negative consequences, unless found to be negligent. 
 
Contact for further information 
For further information, please contact: STRAYS@leeds.ac.uk. 
 
Thank you very much for taking the time to read through this information.  
 


